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To my son or
In lieu of acknowledgments
My dearest Tudor,
I will tell you a story with no magic carpets, genies or talking creatures. It is a story
about people you may not know but whom I value and hold dear. It is also about
(re)search, knowledge and science. Nevertheless it does have magic – hidden in all
little, often unmentioned things which make life so wonderful. Like all good old fairy
tales, my story begins with...
Once upon a time, about seven-times-your-age ago, I came from far away to this
land of windmills, cheese and tulips to get a doctor’s degree.
I was lucky to be among the first members of the Physics of Organic Semiconduc-
tors group. There is something special about being in a small group in which it is
easy to communicate and get to know each other. Although the group kept growing,
Paul always had time to point me to the right direction in my research and lead me
to the best scientific solutions; from him I have learned to work with efficiency and
effectiveness, as he always has the goal in mind. I appreciate him as a scientist and
as a person, he knows when you need a boss and when you need a friend.
The other ‘cohesive element’ in the group, our warm-hearted, nature-loving tech-
nician Minte, was always there to help. Every time I needed him he had a technical
solution for my setup and a word of wisdom.
It is difficult and it would never do to try to summarize a four years’ interaction
with all the members of the group in just a few lines: each cup of coffee drunk together,
each exchange of knowledge and opinions was unique and would be worth mentioning.
Bert’s and Jurjen’s polymers, Teunis’ useful tips, Ronald’s article, Jan-Anton’s help
with my presentation at SPIE, Afshin’s tiramisu, Vali’s IT support, Magda’s company
or Hilke’s clear explanations on photolithography are a mere fraction of what it meant
to me to be their colleague for all these years. Renate and Margriet helped me
disentangle the maze of bureaucracy.
All along my project, Dago had a significant influence on my development. To
begin with, he provided me with samples which I could start measuring very early
in my research; besides, he offered valuable guidance and support. From him I have
learned that basic scientific truths are not trivial. The fruitful collaboration with his
group members, Eduard, Thomas, Estrella and Natalie, resulted in a series of articles.
The regular DPI meetings were just as many opportunities for very useful discus-
sions. I am particularly grateful to Reinder Coehoorn, Eric Meulenkamp, Herman
Schoo, Peter Bobbert, Albert van Breemen, John van Haare and Thijs Michels.
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My stay in Groningen did not mean only work. For my social life I am indebted to
all my friends. Denis always had a fancy for a relaxing chat in the lunch break or for
a drink in the weekend. I have Gerard to thank for the interactive inburgeringscursus
and his help on various occasions. Dan and Irina’s parties insured social contacts
I wouldn’t have had otherwise. Mirko and Nico were a comfortable and cheering
presence whenever I needed it.
Living far from one’s country is sometimes trying. I was blessed with the close pres-
ence of some family members. Gabi, Mihaela and Violeta encouraged and heartened
me constantly. Mihaela’s demanding way of being helped me to keep my standards
up. My parents’ unconditional credit and support have sustained me throughout my
life.
My precious, the past few months I was very busy writing this book. Most of this
time your daddy took care of everything in the house, including you and me. And he
never ceased to understand, support and love me. The two of you made me realize
how beautiful life is.
Cristina
